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Introduction

The existence of an internationally recognized and independent sovereign state is
one of the key elements necessary for development because the state will exert
control over all its land, resources, and borders. It has the authority to sign and
execute bilateral and multilateral treaties. In addition, it can be part of regional or
international alliances that support the development process.

The importance of a state entity is evident in its ability to finance the development
process and in creating a suitable infrastructure. A sovereign state can enact
enforceable laws and legislation, thereby providing a supportive legal framework for
the development of national strategies and policies.

The absence of an independent and sovereign Palestinian state recognized by the
international community has allowed the Israeli occupation the opportunity to
control all Palestinian resources and borders. With its military force, the Israeli
occupation has imposed geospatial and economic policies that divide up
Palestinian territory and control its economy. This raises the question of whether it
is possible for agricultural policies and strategies to achieve sustainable agricultural
development despite the occupation’s policies, in addition to the many internal
challenges faced by the agricultural sector.

Most agricultural land and water resources (aquifers or wells) are in Area C, which is
under the full military control of the Israeli occupation according to the Oslo
Accords. Thus, the Israeli occupation is able to impose expansionary policies that
obstruct Palestinian agricultural policy due to its lack of the key elements of control,
and financial and institutional support.

These factors have caused a decline in competitiveness in the agricultural sector
and a fall in its contribution to the gross domestic product (GDP). The added value
of the agricultural sector has also declined due to limited growth in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip in recent years.

These factors have caused a decline in competitiveness in the agricultural sector
and a fall in its contribution to the gross domestic product (GDP). The added value
of the agricultural sector has also declined due to limited growth in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip in recent years.

As the profitability of farming has declined, farmers have had to leave their land and
work in Israeli settlements. Consequently, changes have occurred in the
demographic balance, and in the agricultural and rural development of the
Palestinian countryside.

This raises important questions about the role of the Palestinian government and
the Ministry of Agriculture, and how effective agricultural policies and strategies are
in combating this situation or in achieving agricultural development goals.



Statement of the problem

The decline of the agricultural sector’s contribution to the GDP and to added value
is due to the uncertain geopolitical reality. The Israeli occupation is the key factor
affecting the development process. The occupation employs geospatial strategies
and practices under the guise of ideological pretexts, in addition to many other
obstacles imposed to obstruct agricultural development.

Under the shadow of these challenges, can we plan for sustainable agricultural
development and what form should it take?

The main question posed by our study is on the efficiency and effectiveness of
agricultural strategies and policies in facing different challenges.

Other related questions:

1. What are the characteristics of effective agricultural policy?

2. How effective are agricultural strategies and policies in the face of the
occupation, attempts at Judaization, and annexation plans?

3. How effective are these policies in dealing with internal challenges?

4. How effective are these policies in achieving the goals of sustainable
agricultural development?

5. What is the role of supporting institutions in implementing policies
and strategies?

6. What role do policies of finance, tax and loan protection play in
supporting agricultural strategies?

Objectives of the study
This research aims to study the effectiveness of agricultural policies in light of the
geopolitical challenges related to land annexation, Judaization, and closed borders.
It also studies the challenges related to scarcity of resources. Below are the most
important objectives of this study:
1. Study the geopolitical reality and its effect on the agricultural sector.
2. Analyze agricultural policies and strategies and their suitability to the
geopolitical conditions.
3. Study national policies and plans, and to what extent they support
agricultural policy.
4. Analyze the role of other sectorial policies in supporting agricultural

policy.



5. Study other related institutions and their roles in implementing
policies and strategies.

6. Analyze the role and effect of the main actors in implementing
agricultural strategies.

Significance of the study

1. Address agricultural policies and strategies during the political division, the deal
of the century, Judaization and annexation policies, and the financial crisis of the
Palestinian Authority.

2. Provide recommendations to all actors to increase the effectiveness of
agricultural strategies and policies.

3. Develop lobbying and advocacy mechanisms for more effective policies.

4. Express the viewpoint of the actors in the agricultural sector. A shared research
tool was used for more reliable results.

Methodology

Qualitative analytical research was used to ascertain the information needed to
identify the main parties. The tools of the study were suitable for qualitative
research. Cooperative methodology played an important role in preparing for this
study and contributed to analysis of the contradictions between parties prior to
reaching a shared vision that could be agreed upon and approved.

Consequently, this study clarifies the harmony among activists in agricultural
sectors such as governmental, NGO, international or local agricultural forums. The

methodology tools were various and included structural interviews, workshops, and

focus groups.




Results

A. The effectiveness of agricultural policies

The study was conducted to address the disparity between policy and
implementation in agricultural policies. There is also a gap between policies in the
West Bank and those in the Gaza Strip due to the Palestinian political division.

The gap has been narrowed this year thanks to government efforts with the
Ministry of Agriculture and other relevant ministries, and due to the efforts of the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQO). The National Food Security Strategy
(NFSS) was endorsed last year, and the National Food Security Nutrition Plan
(NFSNP) and National Investment Plan were also endorsed in November 2020.

These policies and strategies comply with the second objective of sustainable
development approved by the United Nations. According to Ciro Fiorillo, the head of
the FAO office in Palestine, that objective is to end hunger, improve food security,
and support sustainable agriculture.

Despite these strategies being approved, there is still a problem of funding and
implementation in the absence of sovereignty over land, resources, and borders.
The occupation’s systematic policies of restricting or even forbidding access to
resources such as land and water, in addition to control over borders, are some of
the most difficult challenges to putting agricultural plans and policies into effect.
Below are the key conclusions of the study in this regard:

First: The gap related to policy development, legitimacy, consensus, popular
support, and consideration of stakeholders:

1. The study found gaps in policymaking related to legality, popular support or
taking into account the points of view of the parties. These can be summarized as
follows:




a. Weak legislative environment

« According to Palestinian law, agricultural policies must be legally valid, and
agricultural plans and budgets should be approved by the Legislative Council, which
plays a role in the implementation of agricultural strategies.

« The absence of the Legislative Council has created a legal problem of lack of
conformity between laws and legislation. This can be seen in "the inconsistency in
the legal frameworks that organize agriculture and the work of farmers in the
Palestinian legal system." Thus, confusion has arisen regarding the implementation
of legislation on the ground. There has been no consistency between legislation and
the internal legal system, whether vertically with the amended Basic Law of 2003 or
horizontally with internal legislation of the same legislative standing. (Summary of
the Legal Frameworks on Agriculture: Towards Effective Legislative Policies.
Palestinian Farmers’ Association).

b. Absence of consistency

« Experts in all workshops agreed that inconsistency in agricultural policies between
Gaza and the West Bank weakens the effectiveness of these policies and reduces
the opportunities of implementing them in a comprehensive way or mobilizing
funding for their implementation.

« Agricultural policies are not integrated with each other or with national policies on
investment, marketing, tax, and water. Thus, national policies do not serve the
agricultural sector and farmers adequately.

« The absence of the Legislative Council has weakened the initiation of agricultural
plans and policies, and has been detrimental to the relationship between
institutions working in the agricultural sector.

«There is a lack of legal and legislative frameworks to regulate the work of
agricultural institutions such as the Agricultural Credit Corporation, the Risk
Prevention Fund and Agricultural Insurance, and agricultural councils, cooperatives,
and unions.




c. Popular support

This study confirms that agricultural policies and strategies have not received
popular support due to:

« The absence of the Legislative Council which is supposed to be a representative
body that approves national policies, plans, and budgets.

« Weak participation of actors themselves in drafting policies and plans. Jordan
Valley farmers indicated that they had not been involved in deciding their own
needs when the resilience and development strategy was being prepared.

« Policies for the irrigation sector lack popular support as there is no appropriate
economic environment.

« An absence of popular support for the reuse of treated water; this is unpopular,
especially in some areas of the Gaza Strip.

d. Taking into account agricultural policies for the relevant parties, especially
smallholders and women
The study confirmed that agricultural policies have failed to take adequate account
of those participating in the agricultural sector, especially women and smallholders.
This is clarified in the following points:
« Failure to take into account the interests of smallholders regarding tax
reimbursement files. This group is unable to open tax files in the Ministry of
Finance because they are exploited by large traders who usually sell production
resources on credit. As a result, these farmers are unable to obtain tax
exemptions.
» The weakness of cooperative societies that are supposed to organize the work of
smallholders, defend their rights, and represent them as one unit in tax returns.
« Existing investment rules fail to take the needs of smallholders into account.
« Smallholders cannot compete as economies of scale because they lack
investment and the ability to take risks. The Agricultural Fund and the Risk
Prevention Fund are not sufficiently active, and there are no policies to enhance
the competitiveness of smallholders versus big agricultural investors.
» Smallholders are exposed to exploitation by input resources traders who sell to
smallholders with high prices because they buy on credit. This means lower
profitability for farmers and makes their products less competitive.
- National strategy did not guarantee the rights of fishermen and the fishing
sector has received inadequate support.




Second: Gaps in policy implementation

A. Presence of occupation and Palestinian Authority's weak sovereignty over
land, resources, and borders:

1. Inadequate sovereignty over the basic natural resources of the agricultural
sector (land and water)

This study concludes that the main reasons for the weakness of agricultural policies
and the failure to implement successive agricultural strategies are the division and
isolation of Palestinian territory. Diminishing Palestinian access and control over
land makes it difficult for land to be developed. Despite the existence of various
agricultural plans and strategies by the government, whether for the long, medium
or short term, these plans have not been fully implemented.

The study results clearly demonstrate that there are a series of factors related to
the political and security reality under occupation, and the ongoing threats posed to
development plans. As long as the occupation exerts almost total control over basic
natural resources of the agricultural sector, primarily land and water (the primary
resources for the agricultural production process), we believe it is impossible to
invest in these resources independently to develop the agricultural sector.

2. The wall

The establishment of the separation wall has isolated 10% of West Bank land, an
area of 160,000-190,000 dunums. A further 30 artesian wells with a production
capacity of 3.8 million cubic meters (m3) per year were isolated behind the wall in
Qalgilya and Tulkarm governorates. What is worrisome is that Qalgilya and Tulkarm
governorates are located on the western water basin that contains 52% of the
volume of West Bank water. In other words, Palestinians have lost 18% of their
water share from this basin, which amounts to 22 million m3 per year out of a
potential 362 million m3 under the Oslo Accords.
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3. Water resources’ "unreachable surplus™

The Palestinian aquifer in the West Bank has a water surplus estimated at one
million m3 meters annually. However, Palestinians cannot make use of it because
of restrictions imposed by the occupation. The Israelis claim that these restrictions
are for security purposes under the Oslo Accords, and they have made attempts to
end the work of the Joint Coordination Committee. Water scarcity and problems in
accessing supplies are some of the most significant obstacles to agricultural
development.

According to engineer Rebhi Al-Sheikh, former Vice-President of the Water
Authority, the use of water resources is hindered by the occupation’s control of
resources, the absence of full sovereignty, and poor implementation of agricultural
policies by the government. The lack of institutional frameworks to regulate the
water sector could be the main reason.

Engineer Shaddad Al-Atili, the former head of the Water Authority, reiterated that
the Palestinian Authority has limited powers to implement policies in light of the
absence of sovereignty and the occupation’s domination over land, water, and
projects.

4. Weak sovereignty over borders; the blockade on the Gaza Strip; and flooding
Palestinian markets with Israeli products

It is a fact that the marketing and protection of national products are key
components for the success of any agricultural policy or strategies. The importance
of marketing policy lies in maintaining prices when bringing products to market and
exporting the surplus. Agricultural production in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
at an early stage, has a significant surplus and a comparative advantage in
vegetable crops.

Israeli control over Palestinian borders, according to the Oslo Accords and Paris
Economic Protocol, allows Israel to control imports and exports, and movement to
and from the country. It also prevents the Palestinian government from
implementing an effective marketing policy or from protecting Palestinian national
products. The Palestinian Authority cannot join in trade agreements with other
countries, especially European countries which have granted the Palestinian
Authority a duty-free quota for some agricultural products. Likewise, the
Palestinian Authority cannot import goods from any country that Israel has not
5}@1&3 relationship with. Thus, the Authority is not free to import high quality
breedssuitable for the Palestinian environment from Arab countries.
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The Israeli occupation has imposed a strict siege and exploits its control over the
borders of the Gaza Strip to impose restrictions on imports of agricultural
production resources. Also, agricultural products may not be exported freely. The
Israeli authorities block all forms of communication with the outside world in the
field of exchange of experiences, staff training or imports of new agricultural
equipment and technologies. The siege includes restrictions on the area available
for fishing to a range of about three to six nautical miles.

Palestinian markets, especially in Area C, are flooded with Israeli agricultural
products, especially products from settlements, under the protection of the Israeli
occupation forces. Sadly, some Palestinian smugglers assist the occupation in this
activity and deprive Palestinian farmers from benefiting from seasonal produce.
Israeli products have the added advantage that they are subsidised and their
production costs are lower than those of Palestinian products.

Once again, the problem can be traced back to the weak powers of the Palestinian
Authority. There are 750 smuggling points in West Bank markets, especially in
seasonal crops (grapes, watermelon, vegetables, eggs, and poultry). Israeli products
and production resources are both subsidized so this activity is unjust.

5. Restricted access to marine resources and fisheries
The fishing sector faces innumerable problems and obstacles that limit the volume
of production, create high costs or lead to health and environmental issues.

These problems can be classified as follows:

- The area available for fishing is limited due to restrictions imposed by the Israeli
occupation on the movement of fishermen at sea. The permitted fishing area is
limited to three nautical miles.

- Fishing areas are restricted for long periods of time under security pretexts,
especially during fishing seasons. This happened during the Al-Agsa Intifada.

- Fishermen are subjected to arrest, suspension from work, and confiscation of

their boats inside Israel under the pretext of security violations. Their boats are
detalned for long perlods sometimes exceedmg a year

ly by the Israeli




B. Poor support for agricultural policies due to weak institutions (limited funding
of the agricultural sector, or weak investment and lending at institutions
working in the agricultural sector):

1. Structure and governance in institutions working in the agricultural sector
Successful policy implementation requires effective institutions. The study
explains institutional weaknesses, the most important of which are:

—Most institutions working in the agricultural sector, including the Ministry of
Agriculture, have weak institutional capacity building and governance. This
includes structural institutional weaknesses and an abandonment of concepts of
governance in all its elements.

-There is a profound lack of agricultural data; statistics have not been gathered
since 2010. Thus, information on agricultural areas and holdings has not been
updated for ten years. Data on groundwater and on agricultural imports are also
lacking.

-The Ministry of Agriculture, especially in the Gaza Strip, has a shortage of
technical specialists working in soil and water, and also in all laboratory
specialties. It has a severe shortage of trained extension officers, especially as the
Gaza Strip has been under siege since 2007.

-The role of NGOs, civil society institutions, and private sector institutions can be
effective on the development of the agricultural sector but there needs to be
greater efforts and coordination.

-Most of the institutions operating in the agricultural sector, including the
Ministry of Agriculture, are weak structurally and have inadequate institutional
building and governance, including in monitoring and follow-up.

2. Weak funding to the agricultural sector (government funding and donor
funding through NGOs)
~The availability of funding is essential to implement agricultural plans and
strategies. The lack of government and private funding in the agricultural sector
is one of the most challenging obstacles faced by decision makers in
implementing policies and strategies.
-The agricultural sector faces a shortage in direct funding and is mainly reliant on
donors, who do not coordinate regularly with people responsible for agricultural

policies in the Ministry of Agriculture.
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—-Funding, investment, agricultural lending and loan guarantee funds are urgently
needed but also require funding. Expenses such as these are supposed to be
taken from tax recovery funds that civil society institutions usually benefit from.
Decisions about establishing institutions for this purpose have not been well
studied and there needs to be popular acceptance of this policy.

3. Poor agricultural investment and lending
Agricultural investment and lending lack adequate funding and loans. The study
showed the following:
- There are no policies to support agricultural investment, especially for
smallholders, and no legislation dedicated to agricultural investment that takes
account importance and the various risks to which agricultural investments are
exposed.
- There are few private investments due to the lack of funding and severe risks.
There is also no insurance, loans guarantees or compensation for such
investment due to the failure to initiate the Palestinian Disaster Risk Reduction
and Insurance Fund (PADRRIF), in particular.
- There are no existing policies on agricultural loans.
- Financial institutions dealing with development were legally turned into private
companies on December 29, 2011. This allowed them to raise interest rates in
line with other commercial financial institutions and has prevented farmers from
benefiting from such loans.
- As per above, there is insufficient support to promote industries based on
agricultural products. This is due to the absence of integrated and coherent
policies, and of clear mechanisms to legally enforce policies on investment,
agricultural loans, and national product protection.
- Some laws such as the investment law or the investment promotion law do not
take into account the special needs of the agricultural sector.
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Recommendations
A. Recommendations addressed to the Palestinian government:

1. Adoption of an integrated and comprehensive approach with steps towards a
political solution that will guarantee political rights and sovereignty over resources and
crossings. For example, through political pressure and advocacy, by asking international
courts to restore land rights and Palestinian water resources, halting annexation, and
reviewing the provisions of the Oslo Accords related to water resources.
2. Put into effect the policies and strategies recently approved by the government: the
National Food Safety Strategy (NFSS), the National Food Security Nutrition Plan (NFSNP),
and the National Investment Strategy, as well as providing the funding needed for these
strategies.
3. Focus on a comprehensive rural development program and adopt new development
approaches such as agricultural clusters in the West Bank and Gaza, strengthening value
chains, and using modern technology to increase productivity. Job opportunities need
to be created outside of farming in rural areas to enhance the resilience of the Palestinian
countryside.
4. Support national products and protect them from dumping by increased
coordination between the relevant parties to halt the smuggling of Israeli products into
the Palestinian market.
5. End the political division that has repercussions on all economic sectors and promote
elections for a Legislative Council that represents all sectors of society, and through
which all plans, policies, legislation and agricultural laws are approved. This will enhance
legitimacy and effectiveness for the political parties to unite.
6. Include the agricultural sector within national agendas and policies as a priority in
their budgets and interventions.
7. Apply legislation to support the agricultural sector, including the tax recovery law in
accordance with the amendments of the tax recovery committee. Also, amend the
decision of Law No. 8 of 2015 granting facilities to farmers in loan procedures from the
credit fund on the basis of equal opportunities. Accelerate the enactment of regulations
governing the work of agricultural councils to expand their role under legal supervision
and sovereignty, and develop consumer protection laws.

12



8. Conduct a radical review of the Law of the Cooperative Work Entity, which
establishes legal administrative standards and interventions in the cooperative sector.
9. Initiate an Activating Risk Prevention Fund and Agricultural Insurance, with

restrictions according to its function. Amend the terms of Law No. 12 of 2013 that
reduces the insurance conditions of the Risk Prevention Fund and Agricultural
Insurance so that smallholder farmers can benefit.

10. Initiate the Agricultural Credit Institution as an agricultural bank, but with clear
mechanisms to organize and manage financial resources to support smallholders.
11. Use external funding to serve farmers and the agricultural sector, ensuring a fair
distribution of financial support without favoritism or nepotism. This can be achieved
through control and coordination with NGOs by the government.

12. Support farmers by providing essential machinery and equipment for digging
agricultural wells and levelling land. Provide farmers with compensation for damage
to their land caused by Israeli attacks via the Agricultural Credit Institution, the Risk
Prevention Fund and Agricultural Insurance on the basis of the principle of equal
opportunities.

13. Take advantage of surface runoff water by encouraging water harvesting
projects. Increase the use of groundwater through putting pressure to facilitate the
drilling of underground wells or the rehabilitation of existing ones. File cases before
the Israeli courts regarding the drilling of wells and adopt small, decentralized plans
for agricultural water management. These plans give the Palestinian Authority the
ability to circumvent Israeli obstacles and operate independently.
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B. Recommendations addressed to the Ministry of Agriculture:

1. Review agricultural strategies and policies to reflect the link between agriculture
and the economy, and its relevance to the national project and the defence of land
and identity. A policy of import substitution and increasing the food
self-sufficiency ratio will improve food security, as will the adoption of the concept
of food sovereignty that stresses dependence on local resources and strengthens
farmers' resilience.

2. Build an agricultural database that contains information related to producers,
product categories, quality and prices, and the production volume of each item.
Establish an electronic national market for Palestinian agricultural products, work
on market openness, make a fair marketing plan, and develop external
transportation processes.

3. Reconsider the nature of emergency plans and how to deal with them. Our
response to the coronavirus pandemic has clearly demonstrated weaknesses in the
response to emergencies.

4. Strengthen communications and connections between the Ministry's
headquarters in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Make uniform ministerial
decisions to avoid confusing farmers or employees. Markets must be opened
between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip as a vital means of improving the
economies of the two parts of the country.

5. Increase effective coordination between the Ministry of Agriculture and civil
institutions through the participation of NGOs at all planning stages, as well as the
availability of donor funding.

6. Train and expand the number of technical staff at the Ministry of Agriculture,
which is seen as the parent institution, and distribute them geographically in
agricultural areas. Carefully evaluate the employment and promotion of employees
to provide maximum possible support to farmers on their land. Give greater
incentives to extension officers, especially those working in the Jordan Valley and
other areas where work is risky, and to workers in fish farming and artificial
insemination.

7. Develop the extension system, increase the number of guides, establish a
guidance forum in which all NGOs participate based on their specialization and
interest, and take steps to privatize guidance in the medium term. In addition, an
agricultural calendar should be created based on market demand aimed at
nd competitiveness, particularly of exports of high-value
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8. Encourage applied scientific research and operate the Agricultural Research
Center in the Gaza Strip. This requires adequate funding, the setting up of research
stations, and technical staff, including the return of all specialists to the work they
left as a result of the political division in 2006.

9. Increase support to farmers, especially in the Jordan Valley and Area C, through
greater use of agricultural guides on the ground and protecting their land from
population encroachment. Fees imposed on agricultural resources should be
reduced and awareness seminars held for farmers about crop cultivation and
making best use of the available water resources.

10. Develop relations with international institutions and donors. Sectoral working
groups dedicated to supporting and financing the agricultural sector would direct
funding to fulfil the needs and priorities of the agricultural sector in a manner best
suited to the agricultural strategy.

11. Increase support to farmers affected by the occupation practices and give them
priority when nominating beneficiaries for donor projects.

12. Enhance value chains, use modern technology to increase productivity, and
provide adequate infrastructure and services for post-harvest transactions by
improving the storage, packaging, and shipping of agricultural goods to reduce
wastage.

13. Adopt effective price policies to limit fluctuations in the prices of the main
agricultural products, especially poultry and tomatoes. Adopt policies aimed at
controlling the prices of agricultural resources and preventing monopolies by large
producers and traders.

14. Take into account equitable access by smallholders to resources and water;
assist them in the fair marketing of their products; open export markets for them;
grant them facilities; and reduce import and export duties to alleviate the burden
on low-income smallholders.

15. Alleviate the repercussions of the fragmentation of agricultural holdings by
instructing agricultural societies to take responsibility for assisting smallholders in
tax recovery and managing holdings to achieve maximum benefit from the available
water sources and technological methods, provided this takes place under the
Ministry's supervision.
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16. Adapt to the effects of climate change on the water sector through:

« Increasing awareness and flexibility in dealing with the risks of climate change,
desertification, drought and soil erosion, and managing natural disasters.

« Promoting and enabling scientific research and capacity building in the use of
modern technology for climate change models, including monitoring and
managing climate change and drought management.

» Decision makers should take into consideration the risks of climate change
when designing future water policies.

17. Maximize the use of large quantities of rainwater through:

« Large projects such as dams of all forms, including water storage dams or dams
that reduce the speed of surface runoff water, giving enough time for water to
filter through the soil. Such dams prevent soil erosion.

» The establishment of small projects in farms such as ponds to collect rainwater
from the roofs of greenhouses or homes.

18. Increase interest in irrigation with treated water as an additional source for
conventional water through:

- Treating wastewater to bring it in line with Palestinian standards for reuse (PS
742/2003).

«Increase coordination between the Ministry of Agriculture and the Water
Authority, and define the responsibilities of each party.

19. Expand awareness campaigns that introduce the importance of irrigation with
treated water to compensate for the water deficit, and encourage projects using
treated water irrigation.

20. Promote the creation of water user associations to manage projects as a service
provider.




9. Lobby to accelerate approval for a regulating law for agricultural councils by the
Council of Ministers. This will enable the councils to organize their sectors.

10. Ensure that specialized agricultural projects implemented by NGOs are
compatible with the number and skills of workers.

D. Recommendations addressed to donors, international institutions, and
agricultural finance institutions:

1. Provide easy sources of finance and loan guarantees for farmers to establish
pioneering agricultural projects involving plants or animals, agricultural
industrialization projects, waste recycling or the use of solar energy to produce
electricity.

2. Target funding based on agricultural strategy rather than on the agenda of
donors so that donor-funded projects conform to the policies and plans set by the
government.

3. Relief projects need to be linked to development for them to be sustainable and
to effectively improve farmers' income.

4. Target efforts by the FAO towards supporting the agricultural economy and
improving food security.

5. The FAO should have a greater role in urging donors to fund the agricultural
sector.

E. Recommendations addressed to support the private sector:

1. Direct agricultural investment towards sustainable agricultural products and
products diversification.

2. Enhance coordination with the relevant ministries to protect national products.
3. Improve production quality and provide appropriate agricultural equipment and
technology.

4. Target manufacturing industries that rely on agricultural products.

5. Open export markets for Palestinian products to provide job opportunities and
increase Palestinian supplies of hard currency.

6. Provide incentives to farmers and the private sector, and assist in marketing
their products.

7. Invest in treated water and making compost from sludge as sustainable low-cost
production resources.
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