Blood Bank in Gaza — Challenges and Services amid the Aggression

The blood bank is a critical component of the healthcare sector, playing a vital role in saving lives
by providing safe and suitable blood for patients and the injured. Amid the ongoing war in Gaza,
the number of wounded people has exceeded 90,257, with over 39,145 martyrst. Due to the nature
of the injuries, most of these injured individuals require blood transfusions to survive. Under
normal circumstances, Gaza needs an average of 35,000 to 40,000 units of blood annually, which
may increase by 20% or more during emergencies?.

Due to the ongoing aggression, the blood bank system is unable to meet the basic demand for safe
and suitable blood to aid patients and the injured. The challenges hindering its capacity to collect,
store, and healthily distribute blood pose a threat to the lives of patients and the injured amidst the
unprecedented need for blood units.

According to Nahid Abu Asi, a board member of the Central Blood Bank Association in Gaza,
"The association suffers from a severe shortage of essential resources, including medical devices
and supplies necessary for blood collection, preservation, transportation, and processing, such as
blood donation bags, tests to ensure blood safety from viruses and infectious bacteria, and the fuel
needed to operate generators after the destruction of solar panels by shelling. Notably, the
association’s headquarters in Khan Younis and Rafah were completely destroyed, and that in Gaza
City partially damaged."

The lack of required resources to support blood donation campaigns and the blood bank system has
resulted in significant challenges and difficulties in securing and providing suitable blood and
means of transportation, endangering the lives of many patients and the injured. Nasser Medical
Complex warned that without fuel, leading to power outages, it would be forced to dispose of all
available blood units, which must be stored at temperatures between 2 and 8 degrees Celsius®. This
led to a severe shortage in the blood supply, prompting Nasser Medical Complex to issue an urgent
appeal for citizens to donate blood to address the emergency deficit and save lives*.

Despite these challenges, the Central Blood Bank Association managed to organize blood donation
campaigns in shelters, including schools. During May
and June, the association conducted 22 blood donation
campaigns at shelters, collecting 807 units of blood,
which were delivered to Nasser Complex, Martyrs of Al-
Agsa, Al-Shifa, and Al-Ahli hospitals. Although this
amount is insufficient, obtaining it continuously is
difficult due to several reasons, including the
deteriorating health condition of the general population.
The association observed low hemoglobin levels in many
citizens and frequent cases of fainting due to malnutrition
and lack of sleep. Repeated displacement also poses an
additional barrier to contacting blood donors.
Nevertheless, the association strives to maintain blood
donation campaigns to meet the needs of the wounded
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and patients, but this requires providing essential resources, including devices, supplies, and fuel
to operate these devices.

In light of the severe challenges facing the blood bank system in Gaza, we call for intensified efforts
to support the blood bank system in Gaza, provide
necessary medical materials and equipment, and
supply the required fuel to operate and ensure the
transportation and preservation of blood, thus
delivering emergency healthcare. We also urge the
organization of extensive blood donation campaigns to
ensure the availability of the required blood units and
save the lives of many wounded and injured. The
distress signals sent by healthcare workers reflect the
harsh reality experienced by the residents of Gaza and
call on everyone to contribute to saving what can be
saved to revive the healthcare sector in general and
blood banks in particular. gg Huawei nova s




